[Usefulness of ultrasonography in a case of spontaneous carotid-cavernous fistula: a case report].
Since spontaneous carotid-cavernous fistula (CCF) is a dural arterio-venous fistula at the cavernous sinus, which is different from traumatic CCF and CCF associated with a ruptured aneurysm at the cavernous internal carotid artery, cerebral angiography is required in order to differentiate these condition. We here report a case of spontaneous CCF, in which a result of ultrasonographic evaluation of cervical arteries well corresponded with that of cerebral angiography. Ultrasonography showed increased blood flow and decreased pulsatility index in the ipsilateral external carotid artery, contralateral internal and external arteries, and these values in all arteries resolved within normal range after the interventional embolization. Ultrasonography is less invasive examination and can be easily performed even in outpatients for observation of spontaneous CCF.